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Toward identifying the characteristics of the “calling” construct in career research:
Relations between calling and the career-related variables, and typology

Hitoshi KASHIWAGI
(Asia University)

Calling in the context of career research and practice has recently been redis-
covered and efforts are being made to delineate the definition and character-
istics of the construct of the calling mainly among researchers abroad. To con-
tribute to such movement and to clarify the characteristics of the construct of
the calling in the Japanese context, a survey was conducted on a sample of 275
undergraduates in Japan. Based on literature survey, some of the relations of
the calling and careerrelated variables were tested using hypotheses, while oth-
ers were explored. As a result, the hypotheses regarding career self-efficacy and
intrinsic motivation were supported, and through the exploratory approach,
several findings were obtained about relations between work values/ vocational
interests and the calling. A cluster analysis was then conducted to identify the
types of those who reported a stronger sense of calling, and three types showing
varying combinations of career-related valuables were identified. The author
also discusses future research.

Keywords : calling, subjective career, career-related variables, survey, cluster
analysis
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